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Is This the Time to Explore a New Career “Destination”?
Austin, Texas, October, 5 2010 Two career experts offer a new program at St. Edwards University in Austin to help the unhappily employed, as well as laid off workers, change their careers successfully. 

Earlier this year, it was announced that more than half of US workers are not satisfied in their jobs.  Those laid off during the recession are taking the forced time off to reconsider their previous career, creating an abundance of career changers in the market.
The prospect of changing careers can be daunting, and not everyone is willing to take the leap.  “It takes a lot of energy and desire to shift directions.  Most people don’t even know where to start so they don’t.  Then they find themselves sitting in the same unhappy situation year after year,” says Jay Markunas, career consultant and co-owner of Great Occupations.
Markunas and business partner, Angela Loëb, figured out a way to help.  Leveraging their combined 35 years experience, they created a step-by-step process that they call the CareerFinder™ Method.  The tools, assessment and guidance in the method help career changers identify best career matches, make plans and stay on track.  

The program is available in do-it-yourself form at www.greatoccupations.com, but Markunas and Loëb are going live on Saturday, October 23rd at St. Edwards University.  Their half-day workshop is called “Destination: New Career!” Loëb explains: “It’s not just about how to do a career change.  Each person will leave with a strategy and practical tools for researching and moving forward in a specific direction.”
The two seem to believe that no matter the state of the economy, it is always the right time to explore.  “Great things come out of challenging times.  Apple and Google were both born during recessions,” adds Loëb.
For Jared Gossett, it was certainly the right time for exploring a new career destination.  Working as a successful investment banker in Dallas was making him miserable.  He craved more creativity, so after a lot of soul searching, he quit his job and moved to Austin.  Since many of his clients had been real estate investors, he gravitated in that direction.  He bought his first house, fixed it up and sold it for a nice profit.  The money was good, and he finally felt a sense of satisfaction – something banking had never given him.  “I really like getting into the details of each project.  I still use my finance skills, of course.  But this is really fun – it doesn’t feel like work at all,” says Gossett.
Though Gossett chose business ownership, not everyone who changes direction decides to become an entrepreneur.  Loëb points out, “One of my clients worked for the banking industry, but when faced with a layoff, he decided to join the executive team in a non-profit.  Another client, a former professor and administrator in academia switched to nonprofit as well.  One of my former managers left a lucrative career in the finance industry to join a healthcare organization.”
Going for the work you really want might be challenging, but it seems to be well worth it.  These days you will see Jared with a paint brush or a shovel in his hand, and, as owner of Gossett Homes, his office is a pickup truck.  Standing proudly next to his latest project, a craftsman-style house on West St. Johns Avenue, he adds, “I’ve traded shirt and tie for jeans and work boots.  And I couldn’t be happier.”
For additional information or to schedule an interview with Jay Markunas and Angela Loëb, please call 512-386-1997 or visit www.greatoccupations.com
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